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O G U E I, 




SIR, 

Afk your pardon. I ani 
afraid I have made you 
wait. — No, Mn Allcraft, I 
have been come but two or 
three minutes. — I (hould 

have been more exadt to the time, but that 
I was detained by a friend, 1 met with in the 

ftreet, as I was coming home. I do not re- 
member, that ever I faw you, Mr. Philmore, 
upon 'Change, before to-day. — Why, as I am 
in no way of trade, or merchandize, I fel- 
dom go thither : and while I was there to- 
day, 1 talk'd what, I believe, is reckoned 
herefy there. — That you did, I can aflure 
you. My friend, that I told you I met with, in 
the ftreet, juft now, came to me, and, with an 

earneftnefs very difcoverable in his counte- 
nance, afk'd me, who and what that man 



A2 



was 



C 4 ) 

was, who, in company with me, talked at 
that ftrange rate, on the 'Change, to-day. He 
was the more offended, I believe, at what 

you faid, as he had a confiderable fhare in 
that Guinea (hip, of which we were talking, 

and of which we had that account in the 

news to-day, — Pray what faid he ? He faid, 

he was furprized to hear you fay, that you 
were glad to hear that news, to hear that fo 

many of your own country- men had loft their 

lives. — He mifunderftood me, or wilfully 
mifreprefented what I faid. I was glad to 
hear, not that they loft: their lives, (and you 
know, I faid no fuch thing,) but that fo 
many of thofe poor creatures, who were by 
unjuft force held in captivity, in order to be 

fold for flaves for life, had recovered their 
liberty : and that was the only fenfe, that, in 

fair and candid conftru&ion, could be put 
-on my words, when I faid, / was glad to 

bear that news. — But you farther added, 

that the man-trade was a wicked trade. — I 

did Mr. Allcraft, and I fhall now, accord- 
ing to my engagement to you, make it appear, 
that it is fo. I underfland you are pretty 
much concerned in this trade. I am Mr. 
Philmore, I confefs: but to tell you the 

truth 



( 5 ;) 

.truth* I have bad, of late, fome doubts and 

fcruples, in my mind, about the lawfulnefs 



of it. 



y 



will attend to what you have to fay againft 
this trade, with an unprejudiced mind, and, 
if you can make it appear, to my conviction, 

that it is unlawful, upon any principle of 
reafon, that I will entirely drop it as foon as 
I can, and never have any concern in it again, 
as long as I live. — I am glad to hear you 

fay fo, my good friend. And I hope you will 
not take it amifs, if, to diiTuade you from 
ever engaging in it hereafter, I fet it in a 
true light, and expofe it to the utmoft de- 
gree, that reafon and truth will juftify 5 nor 
think me to be ill-natured, or cenforious, in fo 



doing. — Sir, I am forry you fhould think 



there was any occafion for putting in this 
caution. If you can make it appear, to be 
a wicked practice, you will do well to expofe 
it, I would not have you fpare it in the 
Jeaft. And now I am ready to hear what 
you have to fay upon the fubjed, and, if 
you pleafe to proceed in one continued dif- 
courfe, 1 will not, in the leaft, interrupt you. 
-No. I don't chufe to do fo. As there is no 

body here but we two, let us be more fociable. 

1 



( 6 ) 

I (hall have occafioft, now and then, perhaps, 

to afk you a queftion, and, if I (hould, I 

hope you will anfwer me.— I (hall with plea- 
fure. — Befides, you may not fometimes take 

my meaning, and if that fhould be the cafe, 
I would have you put me upon explaining 
myfelf, or if you (hould perceive any weak- 

nefs, or fallacy, in my way of arguing, I 
would have you ftop me immediately, and 

make me fenfible of it. — Agreed. Til take 

that liberty. — That is right. To begin then, 

I (hall lay down a few preliminary propofi- 

tions. And, 



I. I would obferve that the African 

* 

blacks are, as properly and truly, men, as 
the European whites. They are both of the 
fame fpecies, and are originally defcended 
from the famp parents. Whether 



will 



take upon me to fay ; for I do not think 
this is a point, that can be determined, with 
any certainty $ nor indeed is it material. I 
remember 1 have fome-where or other met 
with this definition of man, " a two leg'd 



animal 



fkin itv- 
ferted, 
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ferted, as part of the definition of man. A 
rational animal is a good definition of man : 
and this takes in the black-fkin'd as well as 
the white-fkin'd. They have the fame ra- 
tional powers, as we have. They are free 

moral agents, as we are, and many of them 

have as good a natural genius, as good fenfe, 
and as brave a fpirit, as any of thofe, to 
whom they are made flaves. To trade in 
the blacks then is to trade in men. 



II. The black-fkin'd and the white- ikin'd, 

being all of the fame fpecies, all of the hti- 

man race, are, by nature, upon an equality, 

one man in a ftate of nature, as we are with 
refpedt to the inhabitants of Guinea, and 

they with refpeft to us, is not fuperior to ano- 
ther man, nor has any authority or dominion 
over him, any right to lay his commands 
upon him. He that made us made them, 
and all of the fame clay. We are all the 
workmanfhip of his hands, and he hath af- 
fign'd this globe to the human race, to dwell 
upon, he hath given this earth in common to 

i 

the children of men. Some portion of it 
may indeed, in a ftate of nature, be made 
property, or be appropriated to the ufe, and 

be 
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be at the abfolute difpofal t£ one particular 
perfon, and one man may have more fub- 
ftance, or wealth, or he may have greater 
bodily ftrength, and greater fagacity, than 
another, and by thefe he may be able to bring 
that other entirely under his power, to de- 
prive him of his liberty, and to take away his 
life, whenever he pleafes ; yet all thefe advan- 
tages do not give him, that is poffefled of 
them any authority over his fellow- man, or 
right to command him. Notwithstanding all 
thefe, they are equally free, and independent 
one of another, God gave to man dominion 
over the (a) fijh of the fea, and over the jowl 

of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 

earthy and over every creeping thing, that 

creepeib upon the earth ; but not to any one 
man over another. Nor can one man, on any 
fuppofition whatever, become the property, 
or part of the goods or eftate of another man, 
as his horfe, or his dog is. 

III. The European whites and the African 
blacks are all under the fame (b) moral law, 

the 

fa) Gen. i. 26. 

(b) Si bocnatura pnefcribit, uthomohormni, quJcunquefit 
confaltom velit: neceffe eft fecundum eandem naturam, om- 
Biam utilitatem eiTe communem. Quod £1 itaeft, una continembr 
omnes et eadem lege naturx : idque ipfum fi ita eft, certe vio- 
lare alterum lege naturae prohibemur. Verum autem priinuiu 
verum i^itur et extremum. Cic. de Offic. Lib. III. 
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the eternal law of reafon, which God hath 
written upon the table of man's heart. We 
and they are members of one and the fame 

great f ,ciety, fpread over the face of the 
whole earth, under one and the fame fupreme 
lawgiver, and judge; and are joined toge- 
ther, by the clofe and ftrong tie of human 
nature, common to us all ; and it is this bond 

^ 

of humanity, that is the foundation of all 
other particular ties and connexions between 
' men, and gives ftrength to them all. If I 
fee an Englishman in diftrefs, I pity him, and 
think myfelf obliged to relieve him, if I can, 
more as being a man, than as being born in 

the fame country, or as being a member of 

the fame civil fociety with myfelf, more as a 
citizen in the world, than as a citizen of Eng- 
land. A patriot, or a lover of his country, is 
a brave chara&er, but a lover of mankind is 
a braver character. But I am going a little 
out of my way. We are all, as I was faying, 
under the fame law of nature, or reafon. 
What is morally good, or morally evil, jufti- 

fiable, or unjuftifiable, in a black man, is fo 

in a white man, and vice verfa. And, in their 
behaviour one towards another, their duty, 
or moral obligation is mutual. What might 

B be 



be juftly reckoned an unrighteous, or cruel 

treatment of a white, would be altogether the 

fame of a black, fuppofing both to be in the 
famecircumftances. Unjuftly to deprive a 
man of his property, is theft, or of -his life, is 
murder, whatever colour he is of, and the 
murder of a man, that has a black fkin, or 
black hair, is as great a fin, as that of a man, 
that has a white fkin, or white hair. 



IV. Our being chriftians does not give us 
any worldly fuperiority, or any authority 
whatever over thofe, who are not chriftians. 
Chrift's kingdom is not of this world : nei- 
ther doth chriftianity diflblve, or free us 
from the obligations of juftice, equity, and 

benevolence towards our fellow- creatures, of 
the lamefpecies,be they Jews, Mahometans, 

or even black-fltin'd heathens, which the law 
of nature lays us under. But, on the con- 
trary, greatly ftrengthens them. The Jews, 
in our Saviour's time, underftood that pre- 
cept, Tbou jhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf, 
in a very confin'd kn(c y as relating only to 
their own countrymen, and did not think 
themfelves oblig'd in duty to fhow any a<5ts 
of love and Jdndnefs to Grangers, or any of 

the 
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the reft of mankinds and this is the account^ 

which (c) Juvenal gives of them, in his time. 

But this precept, as adopted into the chrifiian 
religion, takes in all mankind. By our neigh- 
bour we are to underftand, every individual 
of the human fpecies. We are commanded 
in the gofpel to render all their dues, to do 
unto others, as we would theyjhould do to us, to 
be kind, merciful, and companionate, to be ready 
to communicate, and to do good. Which pre- 
cepts, and many others to the fame purpofe, 
are not to be underftood, in fuch a narrow 
fenfe, as if they related only to thofe, who 
are of the fame religion with ourfelves, or 
whofe fkin is of the fame colour with ours, as 

is evident from other precepts of the gofpel. 
We are commanded to do good to all, efpe- 
cially to thofe, who are of the. houjhold of faith \ 
to imitate our heavenly I* ather, who doe th good 
to all, and whofe tender mercies are over all his 
works, yea, and to love our enemies. 



Before I proceed any farther, Mr. Allcraft, 

I (hould be glad to know, whether you have 
any objection againft what I have now ob- 

B 2 ferv'd, 

(c) Nonmonflrarevias, eadem nifi facra colenti: quaefitum 
ad fontem foios deducere verpos. Sat. XIV- 
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ferv'd. — No really, Sir, if I had, I ftould have 

taken the liberty, immediately, to interrupt 
you. What you have hitherto advanc'd is 
fo plain and evident, that I cannot fee how 

any thing can be objected againft it. Thefe 
propofitions might have been laid down as 
fo many poftulatums, which I believe no 
body would have refufed to grant. — Very 

true. Sir. But though they are fo evident, 
that few will exprefly deny, or difpute the 
truth of them ; yet it is reafonable to fup- 
pofe, that thofe, who are concerned in the 
man-trade, do not allow themfelves to think 
on thefe truths impartially, ferioufly to con- 
fider them, and lay them to heart ; but that, 
on the contrary, they have, (omc how or 

other, a kind of contufed imagination, or 

half-formed thought, in their minds, that 
the blacks are hardly of the fame fpecies 
with the white men ; but are creatures of a 
kind fomewhat inferior. I fay it is reafonable 
to fuppofe fo ; for I do not know how to 
think, that any white men could find in 
their hearts, that the common fentiments of 
humanity would permit them, to treat the 
biack men, in thatcrue! barbarous manner, 

}Q which they do treat them, did they think 

and 
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and confider, that thefe have rational im- 
mortal fouls, that they are made after the 
image of God, as well as themfdves, and 
that, being in the fame body, they have the 
fame paffions, fenfes, and feelings, as they 
have, and are as fufceptible of pain, and 
grief, and upon the fame occafions, as they 
are. — I am acquainted Mr. Philmore with 
feveral merchants, concerned in what you 
call the man-trade, who are men of good 
character and reputation, and refpe&ed as 

fuch, among their acquaintances. — It may 
be fo. But what reputation they have, in 

the world, or what they are in themfelves, 
what their true moral character is, it is not 
my bufinefs here to enquire. All I have to 
do, is to (how, that the man- trade is a wicked 
trade. Neither the nature of moral good and 

evil, nor the truth of matters of fadt can be 
faid to depend on men's characters. You 
have acknowledged the truth of the obferva- 
tions, I now made. — I have, and fhall never 
retradt that acknowledgement, whatever ufe 
you may make of them, or whatever infe- 
rences you may draw from them. — I don't 
think, Mr. Allcraft, it requires muchreafon- 
ing, or any long deductions, to fhow the 

wickednefs 
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wickednefs of the trade, we are fpeaking of : 
therefore I (hall do little more, than lay be- 
fore you the accounts, which we have of it 
in authors, and which I have heard (for I 
have made it my bufinefs to get all the in- 
formation I could, about this affair) from 
the mouths of fome failors, who have gone 
feveral voyages to Guinea, of the manner in 
which it is carried on, how thefe poor crea- 
tures are brought into captivity, and how 
they are treated, after they have loft their 



liberty, making fome reflections, as I go 



along, and when I have done fo, I believe 
this whole affair will appear to be one con- 
tinued fcene of cruelty, and therefore one 
can hardly be too fevere, in his animadver- 
iions upon it. 



Now, it is well known, that, in thofe 
countries, whether our man- merchants fend 
their fhips yearly, to purchafe flaves, kidnap- 
ping or man-ftealing is frequently pradtifed. 
It is there called parinyarring. There are 
feveral of the negroes, that live on the coaft 
of Guinea, and near the river Gambia, in 
Negroland, who every year go a pannyarring. 

They take long journeys up into the inland 

parts, 
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parts, and feize upon thofe they meet with, 
ftraggling about the country, that they can 
matter, if they be fach as will ferve their 
turn, and as many as they can well manage, 

men, women, and children, and bind them 
in firings, or fatten the ends of long poles to 
iron rings, which they put about their necks, 
and fo lead them captives, laden very often 
with heavy burdens, hundreds of miles 
down to the fea coaft, and there fell them, 
like cattle, or any other commodity, to the 
Europeans. And fome of the petty kings, 
in that country, when a floop arrives on the 
coaft, or they expedl one, will go and ran- 
fack one of their own towns, and feizing upon 
the inhabitants, carry them away by force, and 
fell them for fuch things as they want, dr 
take a fancy to. — Sir, it cannot be denied, but 
that fome of thofe whom our Guinea mer- 
chants purchafe, on the coaft, are ftolen $ 
but many others of them are taken prifoners 
in war, fo that they have loft their liberty, 
and are captives, before they are purchafed 
by thofe merchants. — That is true, Mr. 
Allcraft, but I cannot fee that it is any thing 
to the purpofe, or that it makes any differ- 
ence i becaufe that, you know, is the cafe of 

the 



I xJ 



the ftolen men, v. hen they are fold, which 
consideration does not juftify, nor in the lead 

mitigate the wickednefs and guilt of fuch 
merchandize. But I (hall foon confider the 

cafe of thofe, who are prifoners of war, 

when they are fold, by itfelf. — Pleafe to go 
on then, for I mult own, that man-ftealing 
is not lawful — Not lawful ! I think it is a 
mo ft atrocious, deteftible crime. To ileal a 
horfe, or to rob a man on the road of his 
money, is reckoned among us a capital crime, 

deferving of death, and is by law punifhable 
with death. What then does he deferve, 

what punilhment can be great enough for 
him, who fteals a man, a crime, in com- 
parifon with which, horfe-ftealing or rob* 
bing on the highway is but a little trifling 
fault, quite excufeable, and venial. Man- 

ftealers were by the (d) law of Mofes pu- 
nifh'd with death, and in the New (e) Tefta- 
ment they are reckoned among the very word 

of men. Can any thing be more cruel and 

barbarous, than to feize upon human crea- 
tures, and take them away by force, from 

their native country, from their friends and 

relations, 

(d) Exod. xxi. 1 6. 
(ej i Tim. i. io. 
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relations, for ever, children from their tender 
parents, parents from their dear children, 

women from their beloved hufbands, and 

huibands from their beloved wives, and 
drive them like hogs to market, there 

to be fold for (laves, for life ? How great 
muft be the mifery thofe poor creatures are 
in, and the agonies of mind they feel* when 
they are thus carried off, fo great, that, to re- 
lieve themfelves, fome of them have put an 
end to their own lives. And how grievous^ 
how diftreffed muft be the condition of 
their friends and relations, who are deprived 
of them, and fhall never fee their faces any 
more ? It is horrid, it is {hocking to think 

of fuch cruely and barbarity. What mon- 
gers in nature then, deftitute of all humanity 
and companion, muft they be, who are 

guilty of it. The black-men have the fame 

natural affedtion for their kindred, and as 
ftrong, as we have. An inftance of which, 

we have in a very moving ftory, in captain 
Snelgrave's account of Guinea, He tells you, 

that, while he was in Calabar, he faw a young 
male child, tied to a ftake, and afking the 
reafon, why it was fo tied, he was told, it 
was to be facrificed that night, to fome God* 

C Moved 
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Moved it feems at the hearing of this, out of 

compaffion he purchafed the child, and the 

day before he had purchafed it's mother, 

though that was what he knew not, when 
he purchafed him; but on his coming on 

board, no fooner was the child handed into 

the fhip, but the poor woman ran with 

great eagernefs, and fnatched him out of the 

arms of the white-man, that held him. And 

though he fays, -he thought there never was 
a more moving fight, than on this occafion, 
between the mother and her little fon, yet 
this captain could find in his heart, after this, 
to carry off fix hundred negroes, at once, in 
his fhip, to the Weft-Indies. How many 
parents hearts mud have ak'd then, for their 
children, and children's for their parents? 



Befides. To fell, and buy human creatures, 
without their confent, yea and fore againfl 
their will, to trade in men, as you would in 

brute creatures, or any other commodities, is 
really impious, as well as cruel. Man is a 
noble creature, made but a little lower than 

the angels, and crowned with glory and ho- 
nour. He is the offspring of God : there- 
fore thus to debafe him, and to bring him 

down 
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down upon a level with the brutes, yea with 
things inanimate, is great impiety, it is an 
high affront offered to him, who is the kind 

and merciful Father of us all, who hath 
made of one blood all nations of men, to 
dwell on the face of the earth, and hath u- 

nited them all in one body, by the ties of na- 
ture, (f) 



It is likewife an affront pyt upon mankind, 
upon the whole human race, which fhould 
raife a generous refentment and indignation 
in the breaft of every one, that partakes of 
the human nature, and has any notion of the 
dignity of it, or any fenfe of humanity, 

which he fhould exprefs and difcover upon 
all proper occafions, and in all proper Ways, 
But Mr. Philmore, you would not charge 
ourGuinea-merchants, here in England, with 
being man-flealers ; for they bargain for the 
flaves, with them that bring them to market, 
and purchafe them at the price agreed upon, 

C 2 between 



(/) Qui autem civium rationem dicunt efle habendam, ex- 
ternorum negant: hi dirimunt communcm humani generis 

focietatem : qua fublata, beneficentia, liberalitas, boilatas, 
juftitia funditus tollitur ; quse qui tollunt, etiam adverfus Deos 
immortales impii judicandi funt ; ab iis enim conllitutam intar 

homines focietritem evertunt. Cic, dc Offic. Lib. III. 
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between buyer and feller. — It is true. They 

dofo; but do not you remember Mr. All* 
craft the common faying, and a true faying 
it is, that the receiver is as bad as the ihiej\ 
and that in the cafe we are fpeaking of, is 
very bad indeed. Nay I think the receiver 
in this cafe will appear to be worfe, to be 

more guilty in fome refpetfts, than the bare 

thief) if we fairly confider the matter. 



It is evident, that the Europeans in fend- 
ing (hips yearly to the coafts of Africa, to buy 
Haves, without enquiring how thofe, they 
purchafe them of, came by them, do encou- 
rage thofe thieves, and tempt them to make 
a practice and trade of ftealing their own 
countrymen; for this is the fame thing in 
eiFed, as if they were to tell them in fo many 
» words, cc You get men ready for us, how you 

*' can, and we will take them off your hands/* 
Befides. Thofe men- merchants not only en- 
courage others, in this cruel flagitious prac- 
tice of man-ftealing, but are really guilty of 

it themfelves. You will obferve that what 
is done by their command and according to 
fheir orders, I confider as done by themfelves. 
As thofe poor miferable creatures were 

ftolen 3 
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ftolen, thofe, who did fteal them, could not 
convey any right in them, to others, though 
thefe others fhould give ever fo much in pur- 
chafe of them, any more, than if they had 
them for nothing. For thofe purchafers then 
to 'deprive them of their liberty, and by force 

keep them in their poffeflion, in whom they 
have no right (fuppofing one man could be 
the property of another) and who never in- 
jur'd them in the leaft, nor forfeited their 

liberty, to keep them in bonds, and carry 
them away captives, is properly fpeaking 
man-ftealing. And what aggravates this 
crime in the European man-merchants, and 
renders it much more heinous in them, than 
in the Africans, is that the former enjoy the 
light of the gofpel, and profefs themfelves to 
be chriftians. — Pray give me leave Mr, Phil- 
more, toaik you one queftion.-^Sir, with all 
my heart. What is it ? — You know, when 
we fpeak of a thing being ftolen, there muft 
be two parties concerned in the affair, the 
perfon, who ftole, and the perfon, from 
whom it was ftolen. Now fuppofe q. man, 
who is at liberty, and mafter of himfelf, 
fhould be ftolen, from whom can he be faid 
^p be ftolen ? — Really Mr. Allcraft, that is 

not 
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not an improper qocftion, and in anfwer to 
it, I tbinkhe may be faid to be ftolen from 
God. Man-ftealing is a kind, and indeed 
the^vorft kind of facrilege, which confidera- 
tion farther (hows the impiety of it. Man 
is facred, and is by nature devoted to the fer- 
vice of God, to wbofe authority alone he is 
obliged to yield an abfolute, unlimited obe- 
dience : for one man therefore to aflault ano- 
ther, and by meer force to make a captive of 
him, not for any crime, that he has been 
guilty of, but to make a penny of him, con- 
fidering him as part of his pofleflions or 
goods, with which he can do what he pleafes, 
is robbing of God, which is facrilege. Again. 
In anfwer to your queftion, he may be faid 
to be ftolen from himfelf, being no longer 
mafter of himfelf, or at his own difpofal. 
He is deprived of his liberty, and confe- 
quently (according to Mr, Lock's (g) ob- 
fervation) of all means of felf-prefervation. 
He is loft to himfelf, and by unjuft force and 

violence is brought into the poffeffion of ano- 
ther at whofe mercy his life is. — Sir, you 
have fatisfaftorily anfwered my queftion. Let 

us now, if you pleafe, confider the other cafe 



I 



(g) On civil government 
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I mentioned, and fee how that, upon a fair 

examination, will turn out. I mean of thofe, 
who being taken prifoners in war, are fold 
into flavery for life. — That was what I was 

i 

juft going to take notice of, and I believe the 

guilt and wickednefs of the man-trade, in 
this cafe, will be found to be, at kail:, as great 
as in the former. 



It is very common in the countries, where 

the Europeans carry on this trade, for the 
petty kings and princes, of which there are 

a great many, to go to war with their neigh- 
bours, not in defence of their right, not to 
get fatis faction for any injuries, done them, 

or to repair any damages they have unjuftly 
fuffered, by thofe neighbours, but purely to 
get prifoners, againft the time the (hips from 
Europe arrive upon their coaft, that with 

them they may be able to purchafe of the 
captains of thofe fhips, the goods they have 
on board. 



Now here the injury and crime is the fame 
in kind, as in the former cafe, and indeed 
greater in the kind. In both cafes it isftealing 
man, but in the latter, it is attended with 

(hedding 
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(bedding of blood, with flaughter and de- 
ftrutftion, which consideration doth aggravate 
the crime of our Guinea-merchants, who 
purchafe thofe prifoners. Chrift hath faid 
(h ) that li Bleffed are the peace-makers ; for 
€t they £hall be called the children of God.' 
But how contrary to what our Saviour recom- 
mends, the making of peace among men, is 

the fpirit and practice of thofe, who, for 
lucre-fake, provoke and encourage others to 
go to war with their neighbours, and by un- 
juft force to kill and deftroy fome, and others 
of them to make prifoners. 



Moreover. Thofe merchants not only tempt 

others to kill and fteal men, but are guilty 
of great injuftice and cruelty in detaining 
thofe poor wretches in captivity, and felling 
them into llavery for life : for as was obferv'd 
before, they can have no right in them, if 
thofe, of whom they purchafed them, had 
not any, as they certainly had not ; for thofe, 
who are engag'd in an unjufl: war, can haye 
no right to auy captures they make, in that 
war. Conqueft cannot be faid to give the 
conqueror aright to any thipg, which he had 



no 



(-b) Mattk. v. 9. 
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no right to before the conqueft, any more 

than a highwayman can be faid, to have a 
right to the money he has ftolen from a 

traveller, after he has once put it into his 

pocket, and carried it off.— -Sir, I own the 
cafe may be, and I have been told that fome- 
times it is, as you have now reprefented it 5 
but it is not always fo. You make the moft 
unfavourable fuppofition, that thofe, who 
bring the prifoners to be fold, were engag'd 
in an unjuft war, and therefore (which con- 
fequence indeed I allow) that they were as 
truly guilty of man-ftealing, in taking them 
prifoners, as thofe, who go about the country 
to pick up (ingle perfohs, and carry them off. 
But let us now fuppofe, that the other fide 
was in the wrong, that the prifoners, which 
are bought, were engag'd in an unjuft war, 
that they were the firft invaders or aggrefibrs. 
You rauft allow, I think, when this is the 
cafe, as it fometimes is, that the captors have 
a right to difpofe of the captives, in order to 
make good the damages they fuffered, and 
repair the injuries that were done them, and 
confequently that it is not unlawful for other* 
to purchafe thofe captives. — I do not deny, 
Mr. Allcraft, but that fometimes it may be 

D fo 
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fo in fa<3, as you fay ; but, I think, I can 

make it appear, that, even in this cafe, the 
man-trade is not juftifiable. 



To this purpofe then I would obferve, that 
the captains of the {hips, that are fent out upon 
this trade, cannot come to the knowledge of 
the true ftate of the cafe between the captors 

and the captives, which party was in the 

right, and which in the wrong, in the war, 
in which they were engag'd ; for to be able 
to judge of this, they muft hear both fides, 
and have the whole affair in difpute laid be- 
fore them, which I believe is hardly ever done, 
or indeed that they everfo much as enquire 
into the affair, or afk any queftions about it, 
though this is what they Should be fatisfied 
in, to juftify their purchafi ng of thofe prifon- 
ers, fuppofing the captors had a righi to fell 
them, which I (hall {how they had not, even 

though they, the captors, were engaged in a 

juft war.— But firft, give me leave, Mr. Phil- 
more, to put another cafe. Suppofe I were 

to go to Smith field, to buy a horfe, would it 
be a crime in me, think you, to buy one un- 
lefs I were firft fure, that the man 1 bought it 
of had not ftoien it. — No. But then the cafe 

you 
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you put is not a cafe in point, or to the pur- 
pofe, unlefs it be likewife fuppofed, that you 
kpew, that the greateft part of the horfes 

brought to Smithfield market, were tlfually 
ftolen horfes, as it is well known that the 
greater part of thofe, who are fold for flaves 

in Africa, are ftolen men, as in the two cafes 

we have already confidered, and, on this fup- 

pofition, I think it would be a crime, for not- 
withftanding I may juftify my purchafing 
any goods, though 1 be not fure that the 
perfon I buy them of has a right to them, 
that they are his own juft property, . yet I 

could not juftify my buying of them, if 1 had 

more reafon to think that he ftole them, than 
that he came honeftly by them, but might be 
juftly reckoned in this cafe, to be a receiver 

of ftolen goods. — Whether the European 
captains do or do not know how thofe, they 
buy the flaves of, came by them, is not very 
material, if you can make it appear, as you 
fay you think you can, that the flave-trade is 

not jaftifiable, in the cafe I laft mentioned. 
Well then, this is what I {hall now en- 
deavour to do. 



You know, when one king or prince goes 
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to war with another, the common men are 
not capable of judging of the merits of the 
caufe, which party has or has not right of 
their iide. But laying afide this consideration, 
they are forced to go whitherfoever their 
king or captain leads them. They are obliged 
to obey his commands, and to defert would 
be death to them : therefore I think it would 
be unjuft and cruel, in him who comes off 
conqueror, though he had right of his fide, • 
and was engaged in a juft war, to deprive 
thofe common men, who are taken prifoners, 
of their liberty, after the war is over, or at 
any time to fell them for ilavesfor life, either 
by way of puni&ment, or retribution, unlefs 
they be fuppofed to be anfwerable for what* 
ever damage or injury is done by their king, 

or that they are his goods or property, both 
which are abfurd, aud the latter a fuppofition 
unworthy of human nature, and {hocking to 
the human mind ; confequently the buying 
of them for fuch muft be altogether as crimw 
pal, in the Europeans, 



It is reckoned we have now in this king* 
dom thirty thoufand French prifoners, or 
jppre a and we fay that in the war, we are 

carrying 
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carrying on againft France, we have right on 
our fide, that we entered into it for the re- 
covery and defence of our territories invaded 
by them j but though it be true as I believe 
it is, that our caufe is good, yet would it not 
be cruel and inhuman ia us, to fell thefe 
prifoners into flavery for life, and in any other 
nation, as the Spaniards for inftance, to buy 
them of us, in order to fend them to work 



mines, in I 



and would not all the other nations of Eu- 
rope exclaim aga}nft us and the Spaniards, as 
inhuman barbarous people, for fo doing. 
No doubt but they would Mr. Philmore; 
becaufe fuch a thing would be contrary to 
cuftom, and to the law of nations in Europe, 
whereas in Guinea, and Negroland, it is a 
common cuftom, to fell for flaves the prifon- 
ers they take in war, there they make a 
trade of it. — I own, Sir, that may be one 
reafon, among others, why fuch a thing prac- 
tifed in thofe countries is not looked upon, 
by us here, with fo rpuch abhorrence and de- 
teftation, as it would be if it were to be prac- 
tifed inEurope.But this makes no difference, 

as to the nature of the thing in itfelfj for as I 

)>ave ihown before* the man-trade in this laft 

men- 
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mentioned cafe, wherein the men, who are 
fold, are fuppofed to be prifoners, that were 
engaged in an unjuft war, is in itfelf wicked 
and inhuman, contrary to the law of nature, 
the obligations of which are eternal and un- 
changeable, not to be alter'd or difannulTd by 
nfe or cuftom, be it ever fo ancient or uni- 
verfal. They are the fame all over the world, 
the fame in Guinea or Jamaica, as in Eng- 
land.— ^There is one cafe more Mr. Phil- 
more, which you have not yet confidered. I 
mean that of capital criminals, who are fold 
into flavery fofiife, in punifliment of their 
crimes. — I did defign to take notice of this 
cafe. And I mtaft confefs that, if the man- 
trade be allowable in any cafe, it is fo in this. 
If a man, who, by committing fome capital 
crime, hath forfeited his life, be not put to 
death, he may I think be deprived of his li- 
berty, and be made a Have for life, and that 
without any injuftice* done him ; for if he 
fhould think this a greater punifhment than 
death, if he fhould chufe to die, rather than 
live all his days in that miferable ftate of fla- 
verv, it would be in his own power to deliver 
himfelf out of that ftate, by putting an end 
to his life. Whether he could lawfully do 

it 
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it, in this cafe, I will not fay ; but in fome 
cafes, I think zfilo de fe may be juftified,fuch 
as that of the man, who not loqg fince made 
an attempt upon the life of the king of 
France ; and it is well known that the treat- 
ment of the flaves,. in our plantations is very 
fevere and terrible, of which Khali take no- 
tice, before we difmifs this fubjeft. But the 
Europeans cannot juftify their purchafing of 

thofe, we are now fpeaking of/to fell them 

w 

again for flaves for life, unlefe. they b 
fure, that they of whom they buy 



them 



them 



or 



heads about. However that be, the man- 
trade is, upon the whole, a wicked trade ; 
becaufe there are but few, in comparifoft 
with the reft, who are bought and fold for* 
flaves, that are capital criminals. Can you 
now think, Mr. Allcraft, of any other cafe, 
wherein any thing plaufible can be offered* 
in juftification of the man-trade? — I have 
been informed, that in thofe parts of Africa, 
where the flave-trade is carried on, there are 

fome fathers, that fell their children, and 

hufbands their wives. But, if this trade 
in the cafes you have confidered, cannot be 

juftified, 
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juftified, much lefs can it be juftified in this 

cafe. — Very right. And as you think fo, 
we fliali take no farther notice of it. But I 
have foraewhere read, I think it was in the 
Gazetteer, that the Europeans do fometimes 
feize upon whole families of negroes, on the 
coaft, and carry them off to our plantations, 
and there fell them for flaves. Why it is 
almoin nine o'clock. I did not think it had 
been fo late. — Will you then defer the farther 
account of this affair to another time. — We 

F 

muft defer it Mr. Allcraft, and if you will fa- 
vour me with your company, we will meet 
to morrow evening, about the fame time we 
met now, at my houfe, and then proceed in 
it. — Sir, 1 will wait on you. But I fhoutd be 
lad, if you would ftay now and take a bit of 

(upper with us. — I thank you, Sir ; but I can- 
not conveniently flay any longer at prefent, I 
wi(h you a good night. — Good night to you, 
Sir, I thank you for your good compTiny. 
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FMWy\ LEASE to walk into that rootri, 

Mr. Allcfaft.~What large folio is 
that on your defk?— It is the fecond 
volume of the compleat fyftem of geography. 
I fuppofe you have fome account there 
of the negroes, and the flave-trade. — Yes^ 
Sir, and that is what I have been now read- 
ing. — Then you have been preparing your- 

felf, Mr. Philmore. — I fhall have occafion, I 
believe, to turn to fome paffages in it, before 
we part, relating to the fubjed: of our Con* 
verfation yefterday. — I affure you, that is 
what has employed moft of my thoughts* 
ever fince, and if you pleafe, we will noW 
go on with it 4 as we propofed. — Well. Where 
did we leave off? — Why you have confidered 
the feverai cafes, wherein the flave-trade is 
carried on, or the feverai ways and methode, 
by which the Africans come by the {Lave6* 
which they fell to the Europeans j afid haves 

E endeavoured 
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endeavoured to fbow, that, in every parti- 
cular cafe, and upon the whole, it is a wick- 
ed trade. — Let us go on then Mr. Allcraft, 

with this account, though it be a difmal flory. 



The captain of the Guinea-man, when he 

has finifhed his marketing, when he has 
bought as many reafonable creatures, as he 
wants, and is full freighted, having on board, 
we will fay, two hundred of them, coupled 
in irons, and clofely crammed up in a (hip, 
of about a hundred tons burden, he fets out 
for one of our plantations, in the Weft-Indies, 

or in North America, or of thofe belonging 

to the Spaniards, and may be two or three 

months on the voyage, during which time, 

thefe negroes fare very hard, living upon 
beans, fait filli, or yams, and, from the filth 
and flench, that muft be among them, occa- 

fioned by their being put down under deck, 
and penn'd together in fo little room, they 
muft be in danger of being infedted, by the 

putrified air they breath in, and of havin 

feme diftemper breaking out among them, 
to prevent which, they are brought up upon 

deck, to have fome frefti air, a certain num- 
ber of them at a time, by turns, for fome 

hours, every day : but notwithftanding all 

the 
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the care, that is taken in airing them, it often 
happens, that a diftemper does break out 
among them, and carries off a great many, 

a fifth, or fourth, yea fometimes a third part 

of them, and it is reafonable to fuppofe, that 
fome of them have their hearts broke, and 
die with grief and anguifh, to think that they 
fhall never more fet foot on their native foil, 
and that the eye that hath feen them (hall fee 
them no more. I remember, I read an ac- 
count in one of the news-papers laft year, of 
a fhip belonging to Liverpool, that had a hun- 
dred and ninety Haves on board, eighty of 
whom died on the voyage, which is more 
than two fifths. — I remember that account 
too, but that was fomething extraordinary, 
and as fuch it was put into the news-papers. 
It may be fo: but taking all the ilaves 
together, that are brought on board our (hips 

yearly, from the coaft of Africa, where they 
are bought, by our Guinea-merchants, I 
think one may venture to affirm, that, at 
leaft, a tenth part of them die upon the 
voyage. Now, Mr. Alicraft, do not you 
think, that their being put on board, bound 

and confined and dieted as they are, is the 
caufe or occafion of the death of fo many ? 

/, but that as many of 
E 2 thctn 
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them might have died in the time, had they 

been left in their own country, and at their 
liberty ?— That is poffible indeed ; but it is 
very unlikely, that half fo many of them 
would have died, in two or three months, e- 
(pecially considering that the captains take 
what care they can, to buy none but fuch as 
are healthy and found, and no old men. But 
fuppofing it were likely, that as many, yea 



and 



they been 



diftemp 



by another, yet I cannot fee what may be 
inferr'd from hence, unlefs it be this, that, if 
they had, our man-traders would not have 
been guilty of their deaths, but as the cafe 

Hands, as the matter of fadl is, this confide- 

ration does not in the leaft excufe them. They 

are certainly chargeable with taking away the 
lives of as many of thofe poor creatures, as 

Come by their death, by being fo confined 
and treated, and are guilty of murder : for 
to take away a man's life unjuftly, is murder, 
whether it be done in two or three minutes, 
pr two or three months, that makes no diffe- 
rence.— How can any one, Mr. Philmore, 
be charged with the murder of another per- 

fon, whofe life he never defigned to take 

away, 
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away, as it Is certain, that neither the cap- 
tains, nor any of the crews of the Guinea- 
fhips have any defign upon the lives of thofe, 
who die upon the voyage. Nay, it is reafon- 
able to fuppofe, that they would have been 
glad, if they had lived, till they had been dif- 
pofed of 5 for by the death of every one of 

them, the merchant is a loofer of fo much, 
in money or goods, as he would have yielded 
in the market, if he had lived to be fold. 

Sir, I do not think it neceffary, in order to 
convict a man of murder, to make it appear, 
that be had an intention to commit murder. 

Whoever does, by unjuft force and violence, 

deprive another of his liberty, and, while he 
has him in his power, reduces him to fuch a 
condition, and gives him fuch treatment, as 
evidently endangers his life, and in the event 

do actually deprive him of his life, is guilty 

of murder. — This is a heavy charge. — It is 
fo, Mr. Allcraft, but I will maintain it to be 
a juft one. Suppofe (to put another cafe, 
which I think is parallel to that we are now 
confidering, fo far at leaft, as I mean to ap- 
ply it) fuppofe, I fay, two or three ruffians 
ihould feize upon a man going home at 
jiight, in one of our ftreets, and carry him 
fcway by force, and put him down into a 

* 
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dark hole or dungeon, with a defign to fell 
him for a flave, and he, being confined there 
for two months, living all that time upon 
bread and water, and lying upon ftraw, (hould 
die at the end of the two months, though 
a middle aged man, and, when he was firft 
deprived of his liberty, in a good ftate of 
health, and likely to live many years ; and 
fuppofe farther, that this fa<5t {hould be 

known, that the perfons, by whom it was 
committed, fliould be apprehended, and 
brought to their trial, in any court of judi- 
cature, in England, and the fadt (hould be 
proved upon them, by a ftrong and full evi- 
dence, would it avail them any thing, to 
plead in court, that the man might have died 
in that time, or fooner, if they had not med- 
dled with him, or that they had nodefign to 
take away his life, but that they would have 
been ghd, if he had lived ? No certainly. 
Nor would any jury, I believe, notwithstand- 
ing fuch pleas, hefitate to bring them in 
guilty of murder, nor any judge, to pafsfen- 
tence of death upon them,- as murderers, (i) 

and 

( i) Non avaritia, non crudelitas modum novit : et i/la, 

quamdiu furtim, et a fingulis fiunt, minus noxia, minufque 

monftrofa funt: ex fenatus confultis plebifque fcitis fcelera 
exercentux, et pubhee jubentur, vetita privatim. Qu.e clam. 
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and every one would acknowledge the fen* 
tencetobejuft, and would be forry to hear, 
that, after they were condemned, they had 

broke out of prifon, and efcaped the punifh- 
ment they had deferved, for being guilty of 
fuch barbarity. Now I do not fee any dif- 
ference in thefe two cafes, that fhould make 
the charge of murder to be juft in the one, 

but not in the other. If you do, I defire you 
would mention it. — Be pleafed, Sir, to pro- 
ceed in your account. — Well then, let us 
now fuppofe the Guinea-fhip to be arrived at 
one of our colonies, in America, or the Weft- 
Indies, where the poor wretches, men, wo- 
men, and children, with which flie is 
freighted, are expofed tofale, and difpofed 
of a fecond time. You own, Mr. Allcraft, 
you are pretty much concerned in the Guinea- 
trade. Pray, how many Africans, do you 
think, are purchafed yearly, taking one year 
with another, by our Englifh merchants 

trading to Africa. — That is what I can only 
guefs at. — They may be about thirty- five 
thoufand a year, upon an average. I fhould 
have gueffed them at more, from what I 
have read, fince I faw you yefterday on the 

'Change, 

commiffa capite Iuerent, eadem quia paludati fecere laudamus, 

Sen.Epift, 9j. 
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'Change, in this fecond volume of the geo- 
graphical fyftem, and in Snelgrave's account 

of Guinea* The paffage, I refer to in the 

former, is in the account of Barbadoes 5 and, 
if you pleafe, I will read it to you.— -Pray do* 
Here I have it, " Here it is fit to mention, 
cc that in the year 1728, upon a parliamentary 
" enquiry into the African trade, it appeared, 
<c that, in three years only, the number of 
ce negroes imported at Barbadoes, Jamaica, 
<c and Antigua, amounted to forty two thou- 
cc fand, befides what were carried to St. 

" Chriftopher's, Nevis and Montferrat." And 

Snelgrave, in his account, tells us, that, ** In 
" the year 1726, it was provtd, before the 
u commiffioners of trade, that there had 

" been to the coaft of Guinea, the year be- 
tc fore, above two hundred fail." Now, Mr, 
AUcraft, how many (laves, do you think, 
thofe (hips might carry one with another.' 

About two hundred and fifty, I believe 
Multiply then two hundred, by two hundred 

and fiftv, and the product, which is fifty 
thoufand, gives you the number of flaves, 

which were imported in the year 1725. And 

do not you think, that the man-trade, 

among the Englifli, is increafed (ince that 

time? — I really queftion, Mr. Philmore, 

whether 



( 4i ) 
whether we have, for fome years paft, fent 

two hundred fhips, in one year, to Guinea. 
We will fuppofe then, that the number 
of negroes purchafed by our Guinea- mer- 
chants, one year with another, are no more 
than what you have fet them at, thirty-five 
thoufand. Now, in the account, we have 
here in this book of the negroes, in our 
plantations, it is faid, that, in the ifland of 
Jamaica, almoft: half of the new imported 
negroes die in the feafoning, and that, in 
Barbadoes* it is reckoned, that a fourth part 
die in feafoning ; and, according to the fame 
account, there are twice as many imported 
into thefe two iilands, as into all our other 
iflands, in the Weft-Indies, and all our colo- 
nies in North America. At a moderate 
computation therefore, it may be reckoned, 
that of all thofe, who are purchafed by our 
African merchants, in a year, twelve thou- 
fand die upon the voyage, and in the feafon- 
ing. 



What a fad dreadful affair then is this 
man-trade, whereby fo many thoufands of 
our fellow rational creatures loofe their lives, 

are, truly and properly fpeaking, murdered 

every year ? I do not think there is an inftance 

F of 
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of fo great barbarity and cruelty carried on 
in any part of the world, as is this, year after 
year. It is enough to make one tremble, to 

think what a load of guilt lies upon this na- 
tion, on this account, and that the blond of 

thoufands of poor innocent creatures, mur- 
dered every year, in carrying on this curfed 
trade, cry aloud to heaven for vengeance. 

Were we to hear or read of any other nation 
in the world, that did deftroy, every year, 
in fome other way, or in fome other account, 
as many human creatures, as are deftroyed 
by this trade, we ihould look upon them as 
a very bloody, cruel, barbarous people. We, 
to this day, exclaim againft the cruelty of 

the Spaniards, in ceftroying fo many of the 
inhabitants of Mexico and Peru, when they 
urjuftly invaded thofe countries, though it 

is a queftion, whether the Engl.fli have not 

deftroyed as many of the inhabitants of 

Africa, fince the commencement of this vil- 

"lainous man trade, among us, and of our 

popifh Queen Mary, whofe reign is looked 
upon, as the. mod cruel and inhuman of 
any, in all the Englifli hiftory, though there 

yrere not above three hundred burnt, for 
Jierefy, in the five years of her reign, and 
you know, that tbe papifts believe, or pro- 

fefs 
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fefs to believe, that they ought to put here- 
tics to death, at leaft, they did then. Whereas 

the Englifh have, for many years paft, put to 

death ten or twelve thoufand a year, in carry. 
ing on this trade, which they ftill continue, 

for the fake of getting money, and furnifh- 

ing themfelves with the fuperfluities of life* 
which fhows a greater degree of barbarity, 
and many of thofe poor wretches have en- 
dured more pain, before they died, than 

thofe heretics did, in being burnt. — They be- 
lieve fo ! but can any thing be more abfurd, 
than to believe, or maintain, that any man 
ought, or that it is lawful for him, to take 
away the life of another, becaufe that other; 
does not think as he does? — To be fure, 

Mr. Allcraft, it is highly abfurd, but not 
more fo, than to affert, that the man-trade 
carried on, by our Guinea-merchants, is a 
lawful trade. And give me leave to obferve 
here by the way, that there is nothing, that 
{hows the degeneracy of mankind more, 
that cafts a greater blemifli on human na- 
ture, or expofes it in a more difadvantageous 
light, than this confideration, that whole 
nations, chriftian as well as heathen, profefs 
to believe the greateft abfurdities and contra- 
dictions, and juftify the mod wicked and 

F2 vii- 
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villainous pradices. (k) — But, Mr. Philmore, 
you charge the Englifli with putting fo many 
to death. Pray, how far do you extend this 
charge of murder, whom do you include 

under it ? — Why, all, that are concerned in 
carrying on the man trade, are accomplices 
in it, and all, that encourage this trade, are 
acceffary to it. — Then the blame or guilt of 
/ it does in fome meafure lie upon the govern- 
ment, upon the whole legiflature of Eng- 
land ; for it is well known, that they have 
encouraged, and ftill do encourage this trade. 
There was a company, you know, eftab- 
Ii(hed by the government, to carry on this 

trade, exclufively of all others, and fince it 
has been laid open, the parliament has 
granted money, for feveral years, for the 
maintenance of fome forts, for protecting 
the negro- trade. Now to lay the blame, in 
any meafure, of fuch barbarity, upon the 
government, is a bold charge. — It is fo, and 
how came you, Mr. Allcraft, to be fo bold. 
Nay, I only inferred it from what you now 
faid. — Why you did not hear me mention a 
word about the government. — True, Mr, 

Philmore, but the inference I made is fo plain 

and 

(k) Defendic naoienis, junttxque umbone phalanges. Juv, 
Sat; II. 
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and obvious, that hardly any one, who had 
heard what you faid, could have help'd making 
it,— What I have afferted, I think I can de- 
fend, and if the inference, you -draw from it, 

is juft, I cannot help that, nor all the people 
in the world. No legiflature on earth, which 
is the fupreme power in every civil fociety, 
can alter the nature of things, or make that 
to be lawful, which is contrary to the law 
of God, the fupreme legiflator and governour 
of the world, Mifchief may be framed and 
eftabliflied by a law, but if it be, it is mifchief 
ftill, as much fo, as it was before it was eflab- 
lifhed, though it's being fo may make men 
infenfible of their guilt, or bold and fearlefs 

in the perpetration of it 5 for too many, 
among chriftians, are, contrary to ChrifVs 
exhortation, more influenced by the fear of 
man, than by the fear of God. — You talk fe- 
rioufly now, Mr. Philmore. — Why it is really 
a ferious fubjed:, and I own it raifes a ferious 

concern in my mind, that fuch barbarity 

be fuffered in chriftian nations. (I) 

Is 

(l) Perfuafum habeo, ufurpa turn illud jus dom'm'ii in fer- 

vos, tanquam in pecora, cjuale apud antiguos obtinuit, et 

quale etiamnum hodie, licet chriflianis inter fc, etin plerifque 
Eiropeis regionibus fimpliciter explofum, in aliis tamen mundi 
plagis, et majore forfan quazn apud veteres cthnicos, tyrannide, 
a quibufdam Chriili nomen ferentibus, ingenti facro fanfti 

iliius 
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Is it not enough to make a man's heart ake, 

unlefs he has loft all love and regard to his 
kind, to think that fo many thoufands of the 

human race ftiould'be facrificed, every year, 
to that greedy voracious God mammon ! 



Nor is it lefs (hocking to hear, or read the 
accounts we have of the barbarous treatment 
(which is the next thing we are to take no- 
tice of) that thofe black men, who ftand and 
furvive the feafoning,. as it is called, meet 
with, from, the white men, in our planta- 
tions, though the writers of this geographical 
fyftem do not feem to difapprove of the 
man-trade, yet, according to their account, 
the treatment of thofe poor creatures is in- 
human and unmerciful. It is not very long, 

if you pleafe, I will read it to you : — Pray do. 
in the account of the ifland of Nevis, we 
we have the following pafiage, " They are 
t£ fed generally with fait herrings, maize, and 
" iJpanifh potatoes. *** Durinjg corn-time, 
" they work night and day, almoft incef- 
" fantly; and on Sundays, they bring to the 
" market Indian corn, yams, garden fluff of 
" all forts, &c. A negro cannot be evidence 

" againft 

illius nominis probro, exercetur, efle, ut Ql.TztU hie verbis ntar, 

focialitatiscertiiliinum indicium. Carmich.. in Puffend« 
Lib. II. Cap. IV. 
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" againft a white man. If he ftrikes one, 
<e the law condemns him to loofe the hand 
* e he ftrikes with ; and if he fhould happen 
<c to draw his blood, he muft die for it. If 

" a white man kill a black, he is not tried 

" for his life, but the law obliges him to pay 
<c thirty pounds (m) Nevis money to his 

<c mafter, for the lofs of his flave." I will 

j3ow turn to Barbadoes. Here we are told 

that, u As for any thing elfe regarding the 

" matters, fervants and flaves, what has been 
< c faid upon this head, in Jamaica, may ferve 

" as well for this ifland $ their work and man- 
* % ner of living in both being much the fame; 

<c though there is greater plenty of provifions 
* c in Jamaica." Let us now then fee, how 
it is in Jamaica. Here we have the following 

account. " The owners of the negro-ilaves 
" fet afide for each a fmall parcel of ground, 
" and allow them Sundays to manure it* 

<c They generally plant therein maize, Gui- 

'* nea-corn, plaintains, yams, cocoas, pota- 

*' toes, &c. This is the food by which moft 
« of them are fupportedj but fomeofthem, 

** who 

(m) What colour of excufe can there be for the contempt, 

with which we treat this part of our fpecies ; that we ihould 
not put them upon the common foot of humanity, that we; 
Ihould only fet an infignificant fine upon the man that mur- 
ders them. Sped. No. 215. 
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€t who arc mod induftrious, raife a flock of 
" fowls, which they carry to market on the 
' Sundays, (which is their only leifure day 

in Jamaica,) and therewith purchafe fait, 

cc beef, fifh, or pork, to make their oglios 

u or pepper-pots. Thefe poor creatures are 
,£ reduced to fuch hardships, that it is com- 

<c mon to fee them at twelve o'clock at noon, 
cc when they turn in from work, till two, 
" fcraping the dunghills at gentlemens doors 
cc for bones, which they break very fmall, 
" boil them and eat the broth. When thefe 
€t flaves are firft brought hither, as they 
<e generally are from the Guinea coaft, they 
"are very Ample, innocent 'creatures, but 
*' foon turn roguifh, and when they come 

cc to be whipp'd, urge the example of the 
cc whites for their excufe." And of their 
punishments we have the following fhocking 
account. " The punifliments of the negroes, 
tc in this and the other iflands, are not lefs 
" fevere, than they are in the colonies on the 
cc continent. Sir Hans Sloan fays, in his 
rc hiftory of this ifland, that a rebellious negro, 
c< or he that twice ftrikes a white man, is 
" condemned to the flames : being chained 

cc flat on his belly, at the place of execution, 

" and his arms and legs extended, fire is then 

fet 
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* c fet to his feet, and he is burnt gradually up 
" to his head. They ftarye others to death* 
<c with a loaf hanging before their mouths, fo 
cc that fome gnaw the very flt(h off their own 
cc (houlders, and expire with all the frightful 
" agonies, expreffing the mod horrid tor- 
cc tures. For crimes of a lefs nature, they 
" geld the offender, and chop off half of his 
** foot with an ax ; for negligence only, they 
"whip him till his back is raw, and theii 

" fcatter pepper and fait on his wounds, to 
*' heighten the fmart ; and fome planters 
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<c puts them to intolerable pain." Now muft 

not the human nature in thofe people be 

changed into the devilifh, who can put thofe 

poor creatures to fuch torments ? — You are 

not to fuppofe, Sir, that all the planters do in- 

flidt fuch fevere cruel punishments on their 

(laves, — I do not, Mr. Allcraft. — You are to 

confider too, that, as the blacks are more in 

number (two or three to one in fome of our 
plantations) than the white men, and are 
moft of them fullen and ftubborn, and have. 

often mutinied and made infurreftions, the 

white men think they had need exercife 
greater feverities upon them, than otherwife 

they would do, to keep them in awe, and 

G prevent 
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prevent their riling. — What you fay, or 
fomething like it, is, I know, frequently of- 
fered in excufe of the barbarous treatment 
of the Africans, in our colonies, as it is ob- 
ferved in the words immediately following 
what I laft read. " Some excufe thefe fe- 
" verities by telling us, that the blacks, being 
ec fo perverfe, fullen, and mifchievous a gene- 

cc ration, as it muft be confefs'd they are, de- 

Ci ferve fuch treatment, and that milder ufage 
ce would not reclaim them." It is no won- 
der they are fullen. Would not white men 
be fo, were they in their condition, and treat- 
ed as they are? No doubt but they would. 
But the blacks, I warrant you, though they 
be unjuftly deprived of their liberty, banifhed 
from their native country, from all their 
friends and relations, and made captives and 
Haves for life, though they are treated worfe 
than dogs, and made to work harder than 
horfes, yet they ought to be pleafant, good- 
humoured, and obliging to them that do thus 
treat them ; and, if they be not, they (hould 
be put to pain and torment. And they are, 
it feems, a mifchievous generation, apt to mu- 
tiny and rebel, that is, in truth, they want to 
recover their liberty, and would attempt to 

do it, if they were not kept in awe, by hard 

ufage 
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ufage and fevere difcipline, according to what 

is obferved in the account of Barbadoes, to 
which I will now turn. Here we are told 

j 

that the matters of the negroes, " are obliged 
<c to treat them very feverely, not only be- 

" caufe of the ftubborn, treacherous temper, 
" which is fo peculiar to all of their com- 
<c plexion and country, but becaufe they are 

ct three times the number of the whites in 

cc this ifland, and have made frequent at- 
" tempts to get the maftery," that is their 
liberty, or to deliver themfelves out of the 
miferable ilavery they are in. Which at- 
tempts are in another place called cu' \d 
hellifh plots. There is no danger in flanaer- 
ing thefe poor wretches. As there are none 
to vindicate them, or to plead their caufe, 
one may venture to tell any lies of them, 
and reprefent them as devils, if it were only 
for their complexion^ as being black ; but I 
do not think this a good fyllogifm, the devil 
is black. The Africans are black. Therefore 

the Africans are devils. If it be, one might 
eafily prove white men to be devils too. 
There is another thing, which I cannot help 
taking notice of here, and that is the contra- 
diction between the character, which is given 

of the negroes, in the paffage I now read, 

G 2 and 
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and that in the words I read before: in this 
itisfaid, that " a ftubborn treacherous tem- 
'* per is peculiar to all of their complexion 
€t and country/' whereas, in the other, we 
are told that " when they are firft brought to 
" our plantations, it is obferved they are very 

< c fimple, innocent creatures, but foon turn 
u Toguifh." But how come they to be three 
times the number of the whites in this tjland ? 
Is it not owing to the white inhabitants, to 
their purchafing them, and keeping them in 

bondage? How weak then is this excufe? 
Where is the fenfe of afllgning this majority, 

v£d c h is of their own procuring, as a reafon 

for their treating the blacks with fuch feve- 
rity ? I will turn but to one place more, 
where we have an account of thofe plots 

laid by the blacks in Antigua, but which was 
difcovered by the whites, before it could be 
brought to bear, and of the horrid executions, 
which followed upon the difcovery of 'it. 



Here 



who was to 



have been king of the blacks, had the plot 
fucceeded, " and his two generals, with two 
<c others were all broke on the wheel. Four 
€c more of the principal confpirators were 
*' burnt the fame day - y as were feven on the 

* c next day. Six were hung alive in chains 
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" on gibbets, and ftarved to death ; after 

" which their heads were cut off, and their 

* c bodies burnt; and fifty eight others were, 
tC at feveral times, chained to flakes and 

<c burnt alive." Now was not this a lamen- 
table affair (and there have been feveral in- 
ftances of fuch cruelty in our plantations) 
that fo many poor innocent creatures Should 

be put to the greateft tortures, and be made 
to fuffer the moft painful deaths. Some of 

the French prifoners in England, whofe con- 
dition is far preferable to that of moft of the 
flaves in our colonies, have attempted to 

breakout of prifon, but, being difcovered in 
time, failed in their attempt. Now/hould not 
we have been reckoned by all the world a cruel 
barbarous people, if the government had or- 
dered fome of them to be broke on the wheel, 
fome to be burnt alive, and others to be 
ftarved to death, though the French are our 
enemies, and are engaged in an unjuft war 
againft us} whereas thofe ilaves had never 
done any hurt or injury to thoie, who tor- 
tured them to death. — But they defigned to 
hurt them, and therefore how can you con- 
fider them as innocent, Mr. Philmore? 
Don't you think that in profecuting and car- 
rying their fcheme into execution, they 

would 
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would have deftroyed the white men, if they 
bad not been difcovered timely enough to 
prevent it. — They might perhaps, and if 
they had, they could have juftified the de- 
ftroying of them, upon the foot of reafon, 
and by the law of nature, if they could not o- 
tberwife have recovered and fecured their li- 
berty,to which they had aright: and fo all the 

black men now in our plantations, who are 
by unjuft force deprived of their liberty, and 

held in flavery, as they have none upon earth 
to appeal to, may lawfully repel that force 
with force, and to recover their liberty, de- 
ftroy their oppreflbrs : and not only fo, but 
it is the duty of others, white as well as 
black, to affift thofe miferable creatures, if 
they can, in their attempts to deliver them- 
felves out of flavery, and to refcue them out 

of the hands of their cruel tvrants. — But Mr. 
Philmore, that is what our laws will not ad- 
mit of, wherein, as I apprehend, thofe flaves 
are confidered'as the property of their mat- 
ters, and the refcuing of them or carrying 
them off as theft or robbery. — If fo, I am 
fure they are unrighteous laws, as they are 
made not in defence of innocence, but in de- 
fence, and for the encouragement of injuftice* 
oppreflion, and cruelty, and are contrary to 

the 
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the law of nature, the law of him, before 
whofe tribunal the governours of this world, 
as well as the governed mull appear, in the 
great day of account : for by this law we are 
(n) obliged to relieve the diftrefled, and to 
defend or refcue the injured and oppreffed, 
when and fo far as it lies in our power. The 

doing of which mud afford a man of a be- 
nevolent and merciful dilpofition of mind, 
the greateft pleafure in the world. Befides, 

to confider thofe black men under that no- 
tion is a degrading of human nature, and is 
a very wrong notion, according to what has 

been before obferved. — Suppofe then a fliip 
belonging to any other nation fliould fee one 

of our fhips on the coaft of Guinea, full 
freighted with flaves, ready to fail, and 
coming up to her fhould infift upon their 
being all fet at liberty, without any ranfom, 
and, upon their demand not being com- 
plied with, (hould make an attack upon the 

Englifh (hip, and, getting the maftery of 
her, (hould unbind the flaves, and turn them 

afhore 

(n) Jnjuftitise duo genera funt : unum eorum qui inferunt, 

alterum eorum, qui abiis, quibus infertur, fi poiTunt, non pro* 

pulfant injuriam : nam qui injufte in quern pi am impetum facit, 
*** is quafi violenter manus videtur afferre focio. Qui autem 
ribn defendit, nee obfiflit, fi poteft, injuria?, tarn eft in vitio, quam 

fi parentes, autpatriam, aut focios deferat. Cic, de Off. Lib. I, 
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afhore loofe, to go whitherfoever they lift. 
According to your way of thinking, Mr. 

Philmore, this would be not only a juftifi- 
able, but likewife a good deed, a brave 
aftion. Or fuppofe (which indeed is not 
likely ever to be the cafe) that any nation in 

the world, not concerned in the Guinea- 
trade, fhould infift upon all the blacks now 
in our plantations, who may be about three 
hundred thoufand, being fet at liberty, and 

that upon a refufal, they fhould go to war 

with the Englifh, and ufe all their power and 
ftrength to refcue thofe flaves, or affift them 
in recovering their liberty, according to you, 

that nation would have right on their fide, and 
would be engaged in a juft, yea in acommend- 

able war, in anoble glorious caufe, the aid and 
relief of fo many thoufands of poor, injured, 
oppreffed creatures. — They would be fo, Mr. 
Allcraft, as, in that cafe, we might juftly be 
confidered as the aggreffors j for in truth we 

are now at war (we Englishmen, we chrifti- 
ans, to our fhame be it fpoken) and have 
been for above a hundred years paft, with- 
out any ceffation at all, at war and enmity 
with our own fpecies, not with this or that 
particular nation, but with mankind in gene- 
ral, and in this war we have destroyed every 

year, 
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year, at leaft for fome years paft, near as many 
of the human race, who never did us any in- 
jury, as have been deftroyed in the fame 
time, by the war now carried on in Europe. 
Alas Sir! what then mull be the cha- 
racter of the Englifh nation at this day ? 
We reckon ourfelvesto be a brave, generous, 
humane, civilized people.— We do fo; but 
do you think that this is a true character, 
while that barbarous, favage man-trade, in 

the carrying on of which twelve, if not fif- 
teen thoufand lives are facrificed every year 4 
is not only winked at, but countenanced and 
encouraged among us ? I have indeed beard 
fome, not only Guinea- merchants, but others, 

argue and plead as well as they could, but 
that was very weakly, in defence of this 
trade, carried on by the Englifti. — You 
know there are other nations in Europe be- 
fides ours concerned in this trade. — That 
does not leffen the guilt in our people, though 
it may keep them in countenance : but the 
Englifh are now more concerned, I believe, 
than all the other nations in Europe taken to- 
gether, in this abominable trade/which is the 
greatefl: fcandal and reproach that lies upon 
this nation; the removing of which, by pro- 
claiming liberty to thofe captives now in our 

H plantations, 
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plantations, making them freemen, and pro- 
hibiting for ever, upon the fevereft penalties, 
the man-trade throughout all his majefty's 
dominions, and thereby leading the way, and 
giving a good example to the other nations 
in Europe, concerned in the man-trade, 
would be much to the honour of our govern- 
ment, and I am fure would give great plea- 
fure to all, who are lovers of mankind, and 

have a regard for the honour, fafety, and 
profperity of their country. — But is it proba- 
ble, think you, that thofe other nations 
would follow fuch an example ? Is it not 
more likely that, if the Englifh were to drop 
this trade entirely, it would be immediately 

thereupon carried on by them, to a much 
greater degree, than it now is. — Perhaps that 

might be the confequence, and if it fhould, 

they rouft be anfwerable for that, the guilt 
and fcandal would lie upon them. But if it 
were certain that this would be the cafe, 
this consideration cannot be a juft reafon for 
our continuing to carry on fuch a wicked 
trade. If we Should not carry on this trade, 

others would, therefore we may, would be a 
ilrange way of reafoning, — But do you con- 

fider, Mr. Philmore, if all the blacks in our 

plantations were to be made freemen by the 

government, 
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government, what a great lofs the planters 
in our colonies would fuffer thereby, having 
purchafed the flaves they have, at a great ex- 
pence? I do Mr. Allcraft, and you fhould 
confider on the other hand, that liberty is 
the greateft bleffing of life, and to fome dear- 
er than life, and likewife what mifery thofe 
poor creatures fuffer, while they are held in 
flavery, in comparifon with which and the 
lofs of their liberty the lofs you fpeak of is 
but a trifle, not worth mentioning. — But as 
thisflave-trade has been encouraged by the go- 
vernment for many reigns back, do not you 
think that the prefent government, in cafe 
they were to fet thofe negroes in our colonies 

at liberty, fhould make good that lofs to their 
mafters? — I fhall not take upon me, Mr, 
Allcraft, to determine that point; our go- 
vernours are beft judges of that. Only I 

think they had better do fo, as you feem to 
think they fhould, though it fhould require ; 
fome millions to do it, than fuffer thofe poor 
creatures to continue in the miferable -ftate 
of flavery they are now in. — Pray Sir, give 
me leave to fuggeft one confequence more, 
which irt all likelihood would follow upon 
the prohibiting of the negro- trade, and that 

is, that fuch a prohibition would greatly 

H 2 leflen. 
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leffen, if not utterly ruin fome other confider- 
able branches of our commerce, efpecially 
the fugar and the tobacco-trade- for how or 
where could we get hands enough, in the 
room of the blacks, to work and labour in 
thofe plantations, where thefe commodities 
are produced ? — Really Sir, I cannot anfwer 
your question, nor does it at all concern me 
to anlwer it ; for I fuppofe you did not put 
it as an objection againtf what I have afferted, 
or in juftificacion ot rhe man-trade ; for if this 

trade be in itfclf one continued fcene of fuch 
cruelty and barbarity, as it hath been repre* 
fented to be, it mull be allowed, that it 
ought to be, firi-ly prohibited, let the con- 
fequences of fuch a prohibition be what they 
will, that none fhould be iurfered to go on 
tormenting and murdering, their fellow- 
creatures, year after year, though we were 
never any more to fee an ounce of tobacco 
or fugar in Great Britain. The inconve- 
niences or worldly difadvantages arifing from 

adhering to our duty, and ading according 
to the moral obligations wc are under, let 
them be ever fo great, are of no considera- 
tion at all in the eye of reafon, nor can they 
have any weight with, or influence upon an 
Jioneft virtuous mind, when fet againft thefg 

pblig4- 
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obligations. And now, Mr. Allcraft, if yoit 

have any thing farther to fay in favour or ex- 

cufe of the man- trade, lam ready to hear 



it. 



Sir, I cannot conceal my mind, nor pre- 
tend to (land it out with you any longer. I 
was fully convinced of the wickednefs of 
this man-trade, before we parted yefterday 

evening; but as I wanted, to hear all that 
you had to fay againft it, 1 was willing to 

fugged what feemed any way plaufible, or 
that I had heard others offer in defence of it, 
or rather indeed in excufe, or mitigation of 

the guilt of it. Though the love of money, 

and the pleafure of growing richer, and 

mending my fortune every year, as I have 

done for fome years part, by this trade, did 
in a great meafure corrupt my judgment, 

and prejudice my mind in favour of it, God 
forgive me, yet, as I hinted to you before, I 
had fome fcruples in my mind about it, I 

could never fo fully fatisfy myfelf of the Iaw- 
fulnefs of it, but that I had at times fome 
mifgivings within, fome rifings in my fto- 
rnach againft it, which gave me no fmall 
unealineis, for the time they lafted; but 
{here, they were foon fupprefs'd by com- 
pany, 



pany, entertainments, and hurry of bufinefs. 
But now I hope, I (hall never be fo far aban- 
doned and forfaken of God, as to have any 
thing to do in this man- trade for the future, 
after I have had fuch a horrid, {hocking, and 
(as I now think) juft: reprefentation of.it fet 
before me, and am fully convinced of the 
wickednefs of it. No I am determined, as 
I proraifed to you before, never to have any 
farther concern in it, as long as I live : and 
I afk pardon of God and man for having 
ever engaged in it, as I am now fenfible I 
have herein been guilty of an high offence 

againfl; both ; and, to make what atonement 
and amends I can, I will endeavour to con- 
vince thofe of my acquaintance, that are en- 
gaged in this trade, of the wickednefs of it, 
and to perfuade them to drop it entirely, and 
will lay afide fome part of my annual income, 
to redeem fome of the blacks, and fet them 
at liberty. — Dear Mr. Allcraft, I am charm'd 
with what I have now heard from your 

mouth. I am very glad I have been able to 

convince you, and that you have taken up 
this good refolution. It would rejoice my 

heart, fhould I, by what I havefaid in the 
converfation we have had together, thefe two 

even* 
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evenings, leffen the number of /hips em- 
ployed yearly in the man -trade, but by one, 
as I fhould thereby fave fifty mens lives, or 
more, every year, and therefore, fhould do 
more good, and be more ferviceable to man- 
kind, than if I were to give ten thoufand 
pounds to the hofpitals in England. — rcan 
affure you, Sir, you will prevent one (hip's 
going to Guinea thisyear. And now you men- 
tion the hofpitals, I am inclined to think, 
if one may judge by that good, generous, 
companionate fpirit, that has appeared among 
us of late years, and exerted itfelf in fupplying 
the wants of the poor, and relieving the di£- 
treffed, that if this affair of the man-trade 
were reprefented in a true light, if a plain 
ftate of the cafe were laid before the public, 
it would have a good effed:, that it would 
make an impreffion upon the minds of fome 
of thofe, who are concerned in it, and ftir up 
many others, who are not, to do what 
they can to difcountenance and fupprefs it, 
from the fame humane, companionate, dif- 

pofition of foul. — Ay, I wifh that were done, 
by fome able pen, with life and fpirit. — What 
do you think, Mr. Philmore, of publifhing 
the converfation we have had upon this fub- 

j«a. 
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jeflr. — Why if I thought it would put fuch 

a pen upon writing on the fame fubjedt, I 

would have it publifhed. — Well, if you will 
be at the trouble of writing it down, fo far as 

your memory can ferve you, I will fend it to 
the prefs, and I wifh you would add, as an 
appendix to it, an addrefs to thofe who are 



conce 



rned 



in 



the 



negro-trade. 



I do not 



know what I may do. I will think of it. 




TO 










T O T H E 



p 

Guinea-Merchants in England. 



SIRS, 

gOJOJC*! S the bufinefs, you arc concerned in* 
§ Ag and carry on openly and publickly 




M&X before the world, has a bad afpedt, 
and you are fenfible that moil men make 
objedions againft it, and blame you for en- 
gaging in it, you are obliged to juftify it to 
the world, upon the principles of reafon* 
equity, and humanity, to make it appear that 
it is no unjuft invafion of the perfons* or in- 
croachment on the rights of men ; or forever 
to lay it afide. And this is what every one, 

not only of your fellow-fubje&s, in England, 
but of your fellow-men, upon the face of the 
earth, who is no way concerned in the fame 
bufinefs, has a right to infift upon, and de- 
mand from you, and ought, in a proper man-* 

I ner* 
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ncr, to refent it, if you will do neither the 
one nor the other. 



But laying afide the refentment of man, 
which is but of little or no moment, in com- 
parifon with that of the Almighty, of the 

fupreme lawgiver and judge of mankind, 
think of a future reckoning, Confiderhow 
you {hall come off in the great and awful 
day of account. You now heap up riches, 
and live in pleafure. But oh ! what will you 
do in the end thereof? And that is not far 
off. What if death ftiould feize upon you, 
and hurry you out of this world, under all 

that load of blood-guiltinefs, that now lies 
upon your fouls. The gofpcl (I fuppofe I 

am now fpeaking to profefled chriftians) ex- 

preily declares, that thieves, and mutferers, 
ihali not inherit the kingdom of God. Con- 
fider that at the fame time, and by the fame 
means you now treafure up worldly riches, 
you are treafuring up to yourfelves wrath, 
3gainft the day of wrath and vengeance, that 
fhall come upon the workers of iniquity, un- 
lefs prevented by a timely repentance. And 
what greater iniquity, what crime that is 



ore heinous that carries in it more com- 




mi 



plicated 
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plicated guilt, can you name, than that, in 
the habitual deliberate pra&ice of which you 

now live. Good God ! how can you, as 
fome'of you do, go to the facrament of the 
Lord's-fupper ? How can you lift up your 

guilty eyes to heaven ? How can you pray 
for mercy to him, that made you, or hope 
for any favour from him that formed you, 
while you go on thus grofly and openly to 
diftionour him, in debafing, abufing, and de- 
ftroying the nobleft workmanfhip of his 
hands, in this lower world. 



He is the Father of men. And do you 
think he will not refent fuch treatment of 
his offspring, whom he hath fo loved, as to 
give his only begotten Son, that whofoever 
believeth in him, might not perifli, but have 
everlafting life? This love of God to man, 
revealed in the gofpel, is a great aggravation 
of your guilt : for if God fo loved us, we 
ought alfo to love one another. You remem- 
ber the fate of the fervant, who took hold of 
his fellow-fervant, who was in his debt, by 
the throat, and caft him into prifon. Think 
then, and tremble to think, what will be 
your fate, who take your fellow- fervants by 

the 
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the throat, that owe ypu not a penny, and 
make them prifoners for life* 



Give yourfelves leave to refled: impartially 
upon, and confidef the nature of this man* 
trade, which if you do, your hearts muft 
needs relent, if youJiave not loft all fenfeof 
humanity, all pity and compaffion towards 
thofe of your own kind, to think what calami- 
ties, what havock and destruction, among 
them, yon have been the authors of, fof 
filthy lucre's fake* 



God grant you may be made fenfible of 

your guilt, and repent in time. And as this 
is my hearty and carneft prayer to God, for 
you 5 I hope you will excufe the plainnefs 
and freedom of this addrefs, in your fin cere 
friend, who would be glad to do you any 
good, that lies in his power. 
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THE END. 



LP 



